Sunday, March 16, 2025
Second Sunday in Lent

Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s
desire to protect and save us, our God persists. In
holy baptism, God’s people have been called and
gathered into a God-initiated relationship that will
endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a
tradition in which to seek God’s face again. Lent
provides another occasion to behold the God of our
salvation in the face of the Blessed One who “comes in the name of the Lord.”

WELCOME! We are glad to have you join us in worship today. Here are a few notes to help you
feel more at home participating in our worship.

Worshiping. Today’s service is printed in this bulletin. Parts in bold indicate responses by everyone in
which you are invited to participate.

Communion: Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his true body and
blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All baptized Christians who
receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to receive the sacrament. Please note that the
darker wine is non-alcoholic and is available from the Lector. Communion will be distributed
continuously, in procession. Please come forward as directed by the ushers.

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
270 South Broadway + Hicksville NY 11801
Church Office: 516/931-0710 (email ststephenoffice@msn.com)
Barbara Barcavage, Church Council President (ststephenstreasurerl@gmail.com)
Mason Griffin, Minister of Music
Church Website www.ststephenshicksville.com
Join us on Facebook: St. Stephens Lutheran Church, Hicksville, NY




+ GATHERING +

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P Gracious God, C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you
and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent.
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done
and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your
Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in

the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C Amen.

ENTER IN SILENCE

GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. C And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the
world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may
rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
A reading from Genesis.

! After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”  But Abram said, “O Lord
GoD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer
of Damascus?” * And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, so a slave born in
my house is to be my heir.” * But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall
not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” ° He brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” ® And he believed the
LorD, and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

" Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to
give you this land to possess.”  But he said, “O Lord Gob, how am I to know that I
shall possess it?” * He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat
three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” '’ He brought
him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other, but he did not
cut the birds in two. '' And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram
drove them away.

'> As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and
terrifying darkness descended upon him.

'"When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming
torch passed between these pieces. '“ On that day the LORD made a covenant with
Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the
great river, the River Euphrates.”

The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 27
The psalm for the day is read responsively

' The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
“When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh,
they, my foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall.
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I Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear.
Though war rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken.
“One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek;
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon
the beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the temple.
’For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.
®Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.
Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will
sing and make music to the LORD.
"Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call;
have mercy on me and answer me.
® My heart speaks your message---“Seek my face.”
Your face, O LORD, I will seek.
’ Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my
salvation.
'"Though my father and my mother forsake me,
the LORD will take me in.
' Teach me your way, O LORD;
lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors.
' Subject me not to the will of my foes,
for they rise up against me, false witnesses breathing violence.
"* This I believe—that I will see the goodness of the LORD
in the land of the living!
" Wait for the LORD and be strong.
Take heart and wait for the LORD!

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:17—4:1
A reading from Philippians.

' Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the
example you have in us. '* For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often
told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. '’ Their end is destruction, their
god is the belly, and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things.
U But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ. ' He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be
conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all
things subject to himself. **' Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long
for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 13:31-35
P The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

‘I At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus], “Get away from here, for Herod wants to
kill you.” ** He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and
performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. ** Yet today, tomorrow,
and the next day [ must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of
Jerusalem.” ** Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it!
How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings,
and you were not willing! ** See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the
time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.” ”

The gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843)
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - 'ry dread dis - ease,
Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;
Let wus sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in  ev - ‘ry land.
Praisethe one re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
A With the whole Church, we confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those
in need.

A Holy God, you long to gather your church under your wings. Bless the churches of
Jerusalem, and all persecuted churches, that your people may take heart and stand firm
as they witness and minister in your name.

God, in your mercy, C receive our prayer.

A Holy God, you give shelter to living things as numerous as the stars. Strengthen the
voice of prophets who call humanity to faithful care for the planet, that they would not
be silenced but heeded as your messengers.

God, in your mercy, C receive our prayer.

A Holy God, you raised up leaders like Abram, Sarai, and Paul to show your people
what it means to rely on your promises. Guide today’s leaders to work for justice and
safeguard the world for future generations. God, in your mercy, C receive our prayer.

A Holy God, you are the stronghold of our life. Care tenderly for those who are ill in
body or mind, and for people living in fear or need. May all know they are not alone.
God, in your mercy, C receive our prayer.

A Holy God, you offer us citizenship in heaven. Unite communities of faith who are
divided over earthly things, that following the way of your Son, they may set aside
grudges and serve their neighbors with generosity and love.

God, in your mercy, C receive our prayer.

A Holy God, you are our light and our salvation. We give thanks for the saints who
have gone before us. Help us to trust in you as they did and to live according to their
example. God, in your mercy, C receive our prayer.

A Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the
name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life. C Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you.
P Let us offer each other a sign of peace

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS

ANNOUNCEMENTS



THIS WEEK’S BIRTHDAYS
Lori Schiliro 3/19
Ryan Back 3/21
Neil Tingwall 3/22

BIRTHDAY SONG

He who began a good work in you (2x)

Will be faithful to complete it (Clap 3x)

Will be faithful to complete it (Clap 3x)

He who started the work will be faithful to complete it in you!

+ MEAL +
OFFERING

OFFERING SONG: Create in Me a Clean Heart (ELW 185)
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and
life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. C Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
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LAMB OF GOD
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our
prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C Amen.

BLESSING
P The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. C Amen.
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P The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. C Amen.

P The God of all grace 7 bless you now and forever. C Amen.

SENDING SONG Sent Forth by God's Blessing (ELW 547)

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Share the good news. C Thanks be to God.

Upcoming Commemorations

Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, died 461

Monday, March 17, 2025

A native of Britain, Patrick was kidnapped by pirates at age sixteen and sold into
slavery in Ireland. After a few years, he escaped, returned home, and entered the
ministry. Returning to Ireland, he successfully served as a bishop and missionary there.

Joseph, Guardian of Jesus

Wednesday, March 19, 2025

Though the Bible tells us little about the husband of Jesus' mother Mary, we know that
he was a carpenter or builder by trade. He is also shown as being devoted both to God
and to Mary and Jesus. It is assumed that he died before Jesus became an adult.

Thomas Cranmer, Bishop of Canterbury, martyr, died 1556

Friday, March 21, 2025

Cranmer's lasting achievement is contributing to and overseeing the creation of the
Book of Common Prayer, which remains (in revised form) the worship book of the
Anglican Communion. He was burned at the stake under Queen Mary for his support of
the Protestant Reformation.
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Announcements for the week of

March 16, 2025

The Sanctuary Candle for March is given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Rudy Eberhardt by the Eberhardt family and in loving memory of her brother Frank

O’Brien by Maureen O’Brien.

Tanya Mauer 3/3
Vicki Maxey 3/12
Lori Schiliro 3/19
Ryan Back 3/21

_ Neil Tingwall 3/22
< Jennifer Ruiz 3/23

| Lynn Browning 3/24
Brenda Beck 3/31

Susan & Paul Portz 3/8

~ We welcome Pastor Sheridan and thank him for leading us in worship this morning.

~Reminder - In March we continue to collect diapers to be donated to Lutheran Social
Services. Sizes 3, 4 and 5 are most needed. They also accept donations of adult diapers.

Our goal is to be able to fill the back of Paul’s pickup truck!

~ The Gardening Group is planning to attend the flower show at Hicks Nursery and the

mansion tour at Planting Fields. Dates to follow.

~ Our March newsletter has been delayed. Please send your submissions to Tanya
Maurer (tmaurerl45@aol.com) as soon as possible.

~ Lutheran Bible Study — Significant Themes of the Lenten Season
Mondays beginning March 10 through April 7" at 7pm

Join zoom meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81976673296?

pwd=liImhFtFMUnTUPBo03b8YFZ;DtidkUp.1

Meeting ID: 819 7667 3296
Passcode: 779639
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~ Easter Plant Offering and Dedications ~ it’s once again time to get your Easter plant
offering and dedications in. Forms with complete instructions can be found in the
narthex. If you have any questions, please contact the office at 516/931-0710.
Deadline: Sunday, April 6th.

~Afternoon at the movies: Sunday, March 23" at 12:00 following coffee hour.
Featuring John Wayne in The Quiet Man in celebration of St. Patrick’s Day.
Green bagels and refreshments will be served.
Call Maureen with any questions - 516-938-7706.

~ Please join us for the coffee hour in the lobby after worship.

~ A chart on the lobby bulletin board allows us to designate weekly Sunday service
altar flowers or the monthly sanctuary lamp candle as special memorial/in honor of
gifts. Use the envelopes provided to forward the gift ($25.00 for flowers; $15.00 for
candle). Be sure to include information concerning who is being honored/memorialized
by your gift as well as your name, address and telephone number. You may also contact
the church office at (516) 931-0710

PARISH CALENDAR THIS WEEK (March 16th - March 22nd)

Today Second Sunday in Lent
9:30am  Holy Communion
10:00am  H.S.S. Yoga
2:30pm  Satsung with a Smile

Tuesday 7:00 pm  Back to Basics
Wednesday 7:00pm  N.A.
Next Sunday Third Sunday in Lent

9:30 am Holy Communion

12:00pm  Movie Time
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SERVING AT WORSHIP TODAY
Sunday, 9:30 am

ASSISTING MINISTER: Jane Ebersberger

LECTOR: Dave Staton

ACOLYTE: Kiko Reyes

USHERS: Tyler LaVorgna

ACCOMPANIST Mason Griffin

GREETER: Ilse Zeeck

AUDIO/VISUAL.: Tyler LaVorgna

ALTAR GUILD: Beth Feeney & Jane Ebersberger
PARISH PRAYER LIST

If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to
the Prayer List, please call the office. Please remember to keep the office updated.

PRAY FOR OUR CONGREGATION
Vinny Aiello

Bill Artus

Lauren Artus

Dottie Eberhardt

Richard Engert

Roger Engert

Pastor Ron Klose

Claire and John Parrett

Ilona Riggers

PRAY FOR OUR FAMILIES

Joe DiSalvo (cousin of Maureen O’Brien)

James Ebersberger (brother of Jane Ebersberger)

Jim Fritz (cousin of Lauren Artus and John Langbehn)
John Peck (nephew of Christel LaVorgna)

Tom Portz (brother of Paul Portz)

Jean Riolo (mother of Christine Carlson)

William Stanton (cousin of Kellie Barone)
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PRAY FOR OUR FRIENDS

Rich Carlstrom (friend of the Staton family)
Maryellen Collins (friend of the Staton family)
Cheryl Glasini (friend of the Ahlers-Pendas family)
John Judge (friend of Jane Ebersberger)

Jim Lasurdo (friend of the Maurer family)

Ellen Motoi (friend of Maureen O’Brien)

Sarah Motyka (friend of the Maurer family)

Betty, John & Mary Beth Ott (friends of Jane Ebersberger)
Martina Schmid (former member of the congregation)
John Sheridan (friend of Bob and Nan Maurer)
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