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Sunday, December 22, 2024  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
Cradle and cross are inextricably connected on the 
fourth Sunday of Advent. Between a lovely tribute to 
the little town of Bethlehem and Mary’s magnificent 
song of praise, the letter to the Hebrews reminds us in 

no uncertain terms that Christ’s advent is for “the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all.” It is the kind of tension in which the church always lives as when in holy 
communion—with high delight—“we proclaim the Lord’s death.” 
 
 
 
WELCOME!  We are glad to have you join us in worship today. Here are a few notes 
to help you feel more at home participating in our worship. 
 
Worshiping. Today’s service is printed in this bulletin. Parts in bold indicate responses 
by everyone in which you are invited to participate.   
 
Communion:  Lutheran Christians believe that the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us with his 
true body and blood “in, with, and under” the bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. All 
baptized Christians who receive Communion in their own churches are welcome to 
receive the sacrament. Please note that the darker wine is non-alcoholic and is 
available from the Lector.  Communion will be distributed continuously, in procession. 
Please come forward as directed by the ushers. 
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+GATHERING+ 
  

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving 
soon. C  Amen. 
 

P  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Pause for silent reflection. 
 

P  God of mercy, C  we confess that we have sinned. We trust earthly powers and 
human authority alone. We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 
 

P  God of might, C  we confess that we have sinned. We have turned away from our 
neighbors. We have trusted false promises. 
 

P  God in our midst, C  we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. Bring 
your mercy to birth in us. 
 

P  A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, in whom we have 
forgiveness, life, and mercy. By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and 
forgiveness of God through ☩ Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. C  Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257) vv. 1-2 
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GREETING 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. C  And also with you. 
 
LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 
P  Blessed are you, faithful God, for you promised to send your Son Jesus to save us 
from our sin. As we light these four candles, turn our hearts to you, transform us so that 
we may live in harmony with each other, and help us draw close to your Son, Jesus 
Christ, the hope of all nations. We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.  C  Amen.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Let us pray.  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace 
and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve 
you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. C  Amen. 
 

+WORD+ 
 
FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a 
A reading from Micah. 
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from 
ancient days. 
 

Therefore, he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought 
forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand 
and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD 
his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 
and he shall be the one of peace. The word of the Lord. C  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55 

 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 
for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. From this day all 
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generations will | call me blessed: 
you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me and holy | is your name. 
You have mercy on | those who fear you, from generation to | generation. R 
You have shown strength | with your arm and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 
 casting down the mighty | from their thrones and lifting | up the lowly. 
You have filled the hungry | with good things and sent the rich | away empty. 
You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, to remember the prom- | ise of 
mercy, 
the promise made | to our forebears, to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. R 
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10 
A reading from Hebrews. 
 

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  “Sacrifices and offerings you 
have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin 
offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your 
will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
 

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and 
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law),  

then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to 
establish the second. And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. The word of the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-55 
P  The Lord be with you. C  And also with you.  
P  The holy gospel according to Luke. C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 
the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 
comes to me?  For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb 
leaped for joy.  And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 
what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  
 

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and 
holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
 

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he 
has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.  He has helped his 
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our 
ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
The gospel of the Lord. C  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: People, Look East (ELW 248) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
A  With the whole church, we confess our faith. C  I believe in God, the Father 
almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

A  The response to today’s petitions is: receive our prayer. 
 

A  As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that 
long for God’s presence. 
 

A  Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in 
the name of Jesus Christ. C  Amen. 
 

PEACE 
P  The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you. 
P  Let us offer each other a sign of peace.  
 

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THIS WEEK'S BIRTHDAYS 
Laureen Aiello 12/27 
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BIRTHDAY SONG 
He who began a good work in you 2x 
Will be faithful to complete it (Clap 3x) 
Will be faithful to complete it (Clap 3x) 
He who started the work will be faithful to complete it in you! 
 

+MEAL+ 
 

OFFERING: Waiting In Silence 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P  Let us pray. Creator God, you made the whole world, even the farthest stars, 
and you draw near to feed us. We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. 
Strengthen us with this food that we may live in expectation for the advent of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. C  Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE 
P  The Lord be with you. C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. C  We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
P …Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  
C  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
P …We look with hope for his coming. C  Come, Lord Jesus. 
P …Bring the gift of peace on earth. C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C  Our Father, who art in heaven… 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. C  Thanks be to God 
 
LAMB OF GOD  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God. 
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SONG DURING COMMUNION:  -- Magnificat 
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SONG DURING COMMUNION: All Earth Is Hopeful: Toda la tierra (ELW 266) 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P  Let us pray. Generous God, we thank you for the gift of life, for the bread of 
salvation. We thank you for coming among us, for leading us into peace. We thank you 
for showering us with mercy, for sending us into the world.  Come, Lord Jesus, and go 
with us as we feed the hungry in your name. C  Amen. 
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+SENDING+ 
 

BLESSING 
P God of endings and beginnings, God in the darkness and the light, God, our hope for 
the journey, ☩ bless and keep you now and forever. C Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: Soon and Very Soon (ELW 439) 
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DISMISSAL  
A Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. C  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Comments from the Cloud of Witnesses 

 

Our Lord God showed me our Lady, Saint Mary. The greatness and nobility she saw in 
God filled her full of reverent dread, and with it she saw herself so little, so low, so 
simple, so poor in comparison to her Lord God that her reverent dread filled her full of 
meekness. And thus she was filled full of grace and of all manner of virtues. And thus it 
is between our Lord Jesus and us the greatest joy possible that he who is highest and 
mightiest, noblest and worthiest, becomes lowest and meekest, friendliest and most 
courteous. And our Lord wills that we believe, choose and trust him, enjoy and delight 
in him, comforting and solacing ourselves as best we can with his grace and his help 
until the time we see it in reality. The marvelous courtesy and unassuming friendliness 
no one may experience in this present life unless doing so through the great fullness of 
grace given inwardly by the Holy Spirit.—Julian of Norwich 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Stephen, Deacon and Martyr ~ Thursday, December 26, 2024 
Stephen was a deacon and the first martyr of the church. He was one of those seven 
upon whom the apostles laid hands after they had been chosen to serve widows and 
others in need. Later, Stephen's preaching angered the temple authorities, and they 
ordered him to be put to death by stoning. 
 

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs ~ Saturday, December 28, 2024 
This day commemorates the young children killed by Herod in Bethlehem in his jealous 
attempt to murder the baby Jesus, a sobering reminder of the evil that led Christ to be 
born for our salvation. 
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Announcements for the week of 
December 22, 2024 

 

The Sanctuary Candle for December  
 is given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Frank O’Brien by his daughter 

Maureen O’Brien. 

~Please join us in decorating the Christmas Tree after service TODAY.  The tree has 
been donated by the Shurman Family and Janet Muller. 
 
~ A Farewell Breakfast for Pastor Joann ~ On January 5th we will be holding a 
breakfast in the Pastor’s lounge following worship where we can gather to say our 
goodbyes to Pastor Joann and Greg.  We’re hoping you’ll join us as we express our 
thanks for all they’ve done for St. Stephen’s and wish them Godspeed as they start on a 
new path in their lives. 
 
~ A chart on the lobby bulletin board allows us to designate weekly Sunday service altar 
flowers or the monthly sanctuary lamp candle as special memorial/in honor of gifts. Use 
the envelopes provided to forward the gift ($25.00 for flowers; $15.00 for candle). Be 
sure to include information concerning who is being honored/memorialized by your gift 
as well as your name, address and telephone number. You may also contact the church 
office at (516) 931-0710. 
 

PARISH CALENDAR THIS WEEK (December 23rd - December 29th) 
Today   4th Sunday of Advent 

9:30   am Holy Communion 
10:30 am  Decorate our Christmas Tree 

Tuesday 
Christmas Eve  9:00 pm – Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Wednesday 
Christmas Day  9:30 am  Holy Communion 

    
 

SERVING AT WORSHIP TODAY 
Sunday, 9:30 AM 

ASSISTING MINISTER:  Barbara Engert  
LECTOR: Mark Hammaren  
ACOLYTE: Carmine Barone  
USHERS: Tyler LaVorgna & Tyler Musi  
ACCOMPANIST Mason Griffin & Gregory Hunter  
GREETER: Lynn Browning   
AUDIO/VISUAL:   Tyler LaVorgna  
ALTAR GUILD: Jane Ebersberger & Beth Feeney  
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PARISH PRAYER LIST 

If you would like to have your name or your friend or family member’s name added to 
the Prayer List, please call the office.  Please remember to keep the office updated. 
 
PRAY FOR OUR CONGREGATION       
Bill Artus 
Dottie Eberhardt 
Roger Engert 
Ilona Riggers 
 
PRAY FOR OUR FAMILIES 
Erin Burkhardt (daughter of Michelle Burkhardt) 
Joe DiSalvo (cousin of Maureen O’Brien) 
James Ebersberger (brother of Jane Ebersberger) 
Jim Fritz (cousin of Lauren Artus and John Langbehn) 
Tricia Lenzer (sister of Pr. Joann) 
William Stanton (cousin of Kellie Barone)  
 
PRAY FOR OUR FRIENDS 
Rich Carlstrom (friend of the Staton family) 
Cheryl Glasini (friend of the Ahlers-Pendas family) 
John Judge (friend of Jane Ebersberger) 
Ellen Motoi (friend of Maureen O’Brien) 
Sarah Motyka (friend of the Maurer family) 
Megan Mudd ( friend of the Staton family) 
Betty, John & Mary Beth Ott (friends of Jane Ebersberger) 
John Sheridan (friend of Bob and Nan Maurer) 


